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Jordan  Ignites  King  Convocation 


MLK  Convocalion:  Keynote  Speaker,  Linda  Jordan 
[Photo  credit:  Christine  B.  Dela  Cueva] 


Black  and  Latino  graduates 
An  oxymoron? 


Devin  Felton 

Onyx  Correspondent 


As  America  rapidly  moves  into  the 
twenty-first  century,  it  is  faced  with  a  fu- 
ture population  of  mostly  people  of  color. 
African  Americans,  Latinos  and  Asian 
Americans  will  make  up  most  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  population  in  the  next  century. 
More  of  todays  minorities  will  become  the 
majority  in  tomorrows  workforce.  The 
problem  is  African  American  and  Hispanic 
young  adults  graduate  from  college  at  much 
lower  rates  than  whites.  This  will  spell  di- 
saster for  Americas  workforce  of  the  fu- 
ture. 

One  reason  for  this  problem  lies  in  high 
school  completion  rates.  In  recent  years 
African  Americans  have  made  significant 
progress.  African  Americans  ages  18  to  24 
are  almost  as  likely  as  whites  to  earn  a  high 
school  or  equivalent  degree  according  to 
the  U.S.  Census  Bureau. 

In  1996.  75  percent  of  African  Ameri- 
cans graduated  from  high  school.  Only  68 
percent  of  African  Americans  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1976.  These  percent- 
ages are  still  7  percent  below  whites  for 
the  same  statistic. 


Hispanics  have  an  even  lower  high 
school  graduation  date.  Only  57  percent 
of  Hispanics  in  the  1 8-24  age  group  had  at 
least  a  high  school  education. 

Most  experts  point  out  that  some  char- 
acteristics of  Latino  families  could  be  the 
reason.  Statistics  say  that  foreign-born 
Hispanics  and  those  who  speak  little  En- 
glish at  home  are  more  likely  to  become 
high  school  dropouts.  Of  all  foreign-bom 
Hispanics  in  the  United  States  ages  16-24, 
46  percent  had  dropped  come  households 
and  poor  to  mediocre  public  schools  cause 
the  differences. 

They  also  say  minority  students  are  not 
getting  the  support  once  they  reach  col- 
lege. These  sentiments  are  echoed  by  at 
least  one  of  Northeastern 's  faculty. 


"A  frican  American  and  Latino 
students  are  not  getting  the 
right  type  of  education. " 
Professor  Bonnie  TuSmith 
NU  English  Professor 


Professor  Bonnie  TuSmith,  an  English 
professor  says,  "African  American  and 
See  GRADUATES,  Page  4 


Ibiere  Seek 

Onyx  Staff 


"Giving  honor  to  my  lord  and  savior  Jesus 
Christ.  It's  through  him  I  am  standing  be- 
fore you,"  thundered  Dr.  Lynda  Marie  Jor- 
dan as  she  addressed  Northeastern  students 
and  faculty.  Three  times  she  repeated  this 
phrase,  each  time  with  more  passion  than 
the  last 

Dr.  Jordan,  a  Biochemist  and  a  tenured 
Associate  Professor  at  North  Carolina  A  & 
T  State  University,  delivered  the  keynote 
address  at  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Con- 
vocation, Jan. 14. 

The  ceremony  was  held  in  the  Blackman 
Auditorium  to  honor  and  remember  the  late 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  King  who  would 
have  celebrated  his  70th  birthday  on  Jan. 
15  had  he  not  been  assassinated  in  1968. 

Student  speakers  who  represented  nu- 
merous clubs,  fraternities,  sororities  and 
student  organizations  read  excerpts  from 
Dr.  King's  response  to  The  Clergymen's 
Statement  in  his  Letter  from  Birmingham 
Jailin  1968.  Dr.  Jordan,  presently  a  visitng 
professor  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  spoke  of  the  same  issues  Dr. 
King  had  written  about. 

"I  have  the  same  concerns  King  had,"  she 
said  in  reference  to  his  letter. 


"I'm  concerned  with  the  feeling 
that  people  of  color  have  been 
devalued  as  human  beings. " 

Dr.  Lynda  Jordan 
Biochemist 


She  continued  to  speak  of  King's  struggle 
for  civil  rights  for  not  just  African  Ameri- 
cans, but  for  all.  Dr.  Jordan  referred  to  Dr. 
King  as  the  "slave  child." 

"He  initiated  the  struggle  for  civil  rights, 
for  education,  for  women's  rights  and  for 
other  people  who  bask  in  the  fruits  of  his 
labor,  "  said  Jordan. 
"He  was  living  day  by  day,"  Jordan  said. 
"He  had  bad  been  stabbed,  slugged  jailed, 
hurt  by  friends.  He  had  no  bitterness  or  re- 
venge." 

Martin  Luther  King,  he  has  made  many 
accomplishments,  but  we  don't  think  of  the 
suffering  he  and  his  family  had  to  endure," 
she  said. 

We  ignore  pain.  Martin  Luther  King  was 
not  exempt  from  the  same  pain  we  are  run- 
ning from  today."  added  Jordan.  "No  hu- 
man could  contain  such  a  pure  heart  of  love. 
He  had  a  direct  contract  from  God  to  es- 
tablish human  rights  and  dignity." 

Jordan  continued  by  speaking  on  the 
"real  issues"  and  the  importance  of  unity 
and  understanding. 

Let's  talk  about  Racism,"  she  yelled. 
"Why  is  it  that  anything  that  is  associated 
with  being  black  is  paralleled  with  nega- 
tivity?" she  asked.  "Sexism  -  if  the  person 
has  the  talent,  why  not  let  them  do  the job?" 
"People  of  color.  We  need  to  understand 
the  differences  of  our  cultures  and  build  a 
unified  one,"  she  said.  "I'm  talking  about 
racism  between  the  cultures  too.  This  isn't 
a  white  thing  and  this  isn't  a  black  thing." 

Dr.  Jordan  continued  to  speak  through 
the  applause  and  shouts  of  agreement  from 

See  JORDAN,  Page  2 


ELMO  REJECTED 

By  Linda  Beth  arte 

Onyx  Staff 

Jeremiah  Shepherd,  a  junior  at  North- 
eastern University,  a  major  in  English,  a  co- 
op student  in  the  Curry  Student  Center,  and 
a  young  man  who  decided  to  speak  out 
about  a  cartoon  he  calls  tasteless. 

After  the  Northeastern  News  printed 
"The  Warped  Zone"  many  students  and 
staff  were  offended  by  what  they  called  a 
racist,  classist  and  sexist  Elmo.  Shepherd 
was  so  angry  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  News 
and  even  appeared  on  WRBB  to  speak  face- 
to-face  with  the  author  of  the  cartoon  Derek 
Diedricksen. 

While  Diedricksen  seemed  quite  re- 
served with  his  answers  on  the  WRBB 
morning  show,  he  did  give  a  full  response 
in  the  NU  News.  He  said  the  cartoon  was 
supposed  to  show  how  wrong  the  activi- 
ties he  illustrated  are. 

"The  whole  image  was  one  of  total  evil," 
said  Shepherd.  ""If  this  guy  is  trying  to 
prove  his  point  of  being  anti-KKK.  1  per- 
sonally don't  feel  that  he  showed  that  in 
the  picture." 


He  was  especially  angry  about  the  "KKK 
Elmo",  which  he  said  was  not  only  offen- 
sive to  black  people  but  to  southerners  as 
well.  The  cartoon  read  "only  available  in 
the  south." 

By  him  saying  that  this  doll  is  only  avail- 
able in  the  south  or  by  the  picture  stating 
that,  it  almost  sends  the  message  that  rac- 
ism only  prevails  in  the  south,"  said  Shep- 
herd. Shepherd  said  the  entire  cartoon 
was  tasteless  and  offensive  to  everyone, 
people  of  color,  women,  and  the  poor. 

"  At  a  university  that  prides  itself  on  di- 

See  ELMO,  Page  2 
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Ghana  trip  inspires  student 


Jamila  Hill 

Onyx  Staff 


In  terms  of  college  life,  she  said  thai  the 
students  did  not  dress  in  jeans  or  sneakers 

  to  go  to  classes.  You  dressed  up  to  go  to 

"It  was  a  true  Black  College  experience,"   school,  she  said.  Normally  walking  cm  cam- 
said  Rukiya  Shannon  in  her  speech  to  the   pus,  women  will  wear  a  long  dress  and  san- 
Northeastern  Black  Student  Association   dais  and  guys  wear  slacks. 
(NBSA)  about  her  study  abroad  in  Ghana.       She  said  that  there  were  not  too  many 
"Over  there 
1  was  in  an 
all  Black 
College  with 
Africans...pure 
Africans," 
said  Shan- 
non, a  senior 
majoring  in 
Elementary 
Education 
and  Human 
Services. 

Being  a  mi- 
nority there, 
according  to 
Shannon, 
meant  that 
you  simply 
were  not 
Ghanian,  but 
were  from 
other  African 
countries  or 
an  exchange 
student  from 
the  United 


Rukiya  Shannon  speaks  to  NBSA  members  about  her  experiences  studying 
abroad  in  Ghana,  West  Africa.  [Photo  credit:  Diedre  Degraffricde] 


Slates  or  Europe. 

Among  the  many  things  that  made  this  a 
memorable  experience  for  Shannon  was 
the  student  strike  that  occurred  during  her 
stay,  a  bomb  scare  on  the  US  embassy,  the 
loss  of  electricity  and  water  for  a  brief  time 
and  her  visit  to  Cape  Coast  Fort. 

Shannon  told  the  students  at  NBSA  that 
Cape  Coast  Fort  is  one  of  the  sites  where 
the  British  held  the  slaves  during  the  trans- 
atlantic slave  period. 

She  described  a  scene  of  about  40  tour- 
ists wajking  through  a  place  that  was  once 
inhabited  by  a  kidnapped  people.  She  spoke 
of  the  surge  of  emotion  that  stirred  through 
her  as  she  touched  the  walls  that  her  people 
once  touched  while  wondering  if  the  crim- 
son stain  on  the  wall  was  just  rust  from  the 
decaying  stone  or  dried  blood. 

Shannon  said  that  she  felt  that  the  ghost 
of  these  people  still  roamed  the  now  tour- 
ist attraction.  "1  went  inside  a  female  slave 
dungeon  and  there  were  maybe  about  40 
people  in  the  room  and  I  felt  like  the  walls 
were  closing  in  on  me,"  she  said. 


women  who  attended  college. 
In  the  university,  there  were  more  males 
than  females,"  Shannon  said.  "In  a  class  of 
200  people,  about  50  may  be  girls." 

She  emphasized  the  influence  that 
America  has  on  life  in  Ghana.  'There  are 
high-rise  buildings,  a  bus  system  and  a  club 
life.  The  music  is  similar,  the  natives  speak 
English,  and  just  about  anything  you  could 
purchase  in  the  states  could  be  found  in 
Ghana,"  said  Shannon. 

Shannon  also  spoke  of  the  cultural  dif- 
ference of  Ghana.  She  told  the  audience  that 
the  Ghanians  use  bartering  as  their  system 
of  exchange  and  that  houses  are  made  of 
concrete. 

Given  all  that  she  had  seen  and  done,  Sh- 
annon expects  to  go  back  to  Ghana  as  soon 
as  she  can. 

"Just  when  you  get  comfortable  and  you 
get  your  little  groove  and  people  stop  look- 
ing at  you  as  a  foreigner,  its  time  to  go," 
she  said. 

"I  can't  wait  to  go  back." 


Northeastern  receives  funding  to 
preserve  Boston's  communities 


Northeastern  University  Libraries,  Ar- 
chives and  Special  Collections  Department 
(Archives )  has  received  $153, 155  to  sup- 
port a  two-year  project  to  identify,  locate 
and  secure  Boston's  four  under-docu- 
mented communities:  African  American, 
Chinese,  gay  and  lesbian,  and  Puerto  Rican. 
The  National  Archives  and  Records  Ad- 
mini  (ration,  a  division  of  the  National  His- 
torical Publications  and  Records  Adminis- 
tration funded  the  grant. 


As  part  of  the  grant,  three  collections 
will  be  made  accessible:  The  National  Cen- 
ter for  Afro-American  Artists  encompass- 
ing the  Elma  Lewis  School  of  Performing 
Ans,  which  was  created  to  teach  racial  pride 
to  inner  city  children  through  the  perform- 
ing arts  and  the  Museum  of  Afro-Ameri- 
can Artists;  AIDS  Action  Committee  of 
Massachusetts;  La  Alianza  Hispana,  the 
largest  Latino  educational,  health  and  so- 
cial service  agency  in  the  Boston  area. 
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the  audience.  She  used  this  opportunity  to 
teach  us  about  ourselves. 
"It's  lime  for  you  to  face  your  pain,"  she 
yelled  to  the  audience.  "Dr.  King  had  the 
dream,  bin  the  dream  had  to  come  from 
within,"  she  said  pointing  to  her  chest. 
"You  can't  do  anything  out  here  until  you 
do  something  in  here."  Her  voice  thun- 
dered. "Get  up!  It's  time  to  get  up!  Feel 
the  spirit,"  and  the  audience  rose  to  their 
feet. 

"You  need  to  love  yourself  because  how 
can  you  love  your  enemies  if  you  can't  love 


yourself,"  she  asked.  "Learn  to  respect  you 
elders  because  they  have  survived  in  life 
one  day  longer  than  you  have  and  Ihey  can 
teach  you  something." 
"You  didn't  get  here  by  yourself,"  she  said. 
"You  and  I  are  based  on  the  blood  sweat 
and  lears  of  someone  else.  They  are  the 
one's  who  set  the  foundation." 
Gospel  soloist,  Ruth  Hamilton,  followed 
Dr.  Jordan's  keynote  address.  Her  voiced 
filled  the  Auditorium  and  the  hearts  of 
those  present  as  she  sang  "Let  My 
People  Go."  She  and  Dr.  Jordan  both 
received  a  standing  ovation. 


The  Huskies'  Saga 

Phil  Kasiecki 

Onyx  Staff  


The  conference  season  is  now  in  full 
swing  for  the  men's  and  women's  basket- 
ball learns.  Just  as  the  conference  season  be- 
gan, the  two  slarted  moving  in  different  di- 
rections. 

The  men  have  gone  as  their  from  court 
has.  and  will  likely  continue  to  go  that  route. 
They  got  off  to  a  rough  start  in  conference 
play,  as  they  have  a  2-5  record  against 
AMERICA  EAST  teams  (5- 10  overall)  fol- 
lowing a  74-67  victory  over  New  Hamp- 
shire and  losses  to  Main,  Drexel.  and 
Hofstra. 

Against  Main,  the  Huskies  allowed  Nate 
Fox,  former  Husky,  Marcus  Wills,  ( 1 8points 
apiece),  and  the  rest  of  the  Maine  team  to 
do  what  they  wanted  to  in  dropping  a  90-70 
decision  to  Rudy  Keeiing's  old  team.  They 
hit  the  road  for  the  next  two  games,  losses 
to  Hofstra  (81-68)  and  Drexel  (97-82). 

The  wormen  have  picked  up  right  where 
they  left  off  last  season.  They  won  the 
Cornell  Tournament  in  early  December,  and 
are  tied  for  second  in  the  America  East  Con- 
ference with  a  4-2  record  in  conference  play 
(10-4overall)  after  home  wins  against 
Drexel  and  Hofstra. 

A  balanced  attack  to  support  star  Tesha 
Tinsley  has  been  a  big  reason  for  their  suc- 
cess. She  has  recieved  great  support  from 
fellow  double-digit  scorers  Betsy  Palacek 


(who  scored  her  1000th  career  point 
against  Hofstra)  Lani  Lawrence  (who also 
leads  the  team  in  rebounding  with  nt  irlv 

9  per  game),  and  Wanda  Almengot.  Bolh 
Tinsley  and  Palacek  rank  in  the  top  ten  in 
America  East  in  scoring. 

The  game  against  Drexel  started  late  due 
to  the  snowstorm  that  hit  the  area,  and  the 
early  first  half.  Huskies  stayed  close  early. 
They  went  into  the  locker  room  down  28- 
27  at  the  half.  In  the  second  half,  they  took 
the  lead  for  good  in  the  first  minute  with 
a  layup  by  Betsy  Palacek  (game-high  23 
points  and  1 1  rebounds)  and  managed  to 
hold  on  for  a  62-57  victory. 

Two  days  later,  the  Huskies  held  off  a 
pesky  Hofstra  team  for  a  62-49  victory. 
Tentative  play  at  the  offensive  end  in  ihe 
first  half  limited  the  offensive  output  as 
ihe  Huskies  managed  just  23  points  in  the 
first  half. 

But  in  the  second  half.  Ihey  played  bet- 
ter at  both  ends  of  the  floor  and  built  up 
the  lead  as  high  as  13  points.  Hofstra 
stayed  close  on  the  strength  of  several  late 
three-pointers,  forcing  the  Huskies  to 
make  their  free  throws  in  the  closing  min- 
utes. 

Tinsley  paced  the  attack  with  18  points  and 

10  rebounds  while  Palacek  and  Almengot 
added  16  points  apeice. 


ELMO,  from  Page  1 

versity,  you  would  think  that  someone  that  goes  here  would  understand  that  drawing  a 
picture  like  that  without  expressing  the  intent  of  the  drawing  is  going  to  cause  an  up- 
roar," said  Shepherd. 

Students  and  staff  wrote  to  the  news  about  the  cartoon.  The  Northeastern  News  said 
they  will  continue  to  run  the  cartoon  as  part  of  their  first  amendment  right  to  freedom  of 
speech. 


Your  Existence 

Joe  1 J .  i  j  n.ki 

It's  time  (o  slaughter  yout  beastcd  seven  heads 
After  deuth  you  can  sew  your  life  from  threads 
Clearly  seeing  stars  from  underneath  deep  waters 
I  tread  and  impregnate  giving  you  ten  daughters 

As  if  I  sought  to  claim  your  soul  for  myself 
For  that  quick  moment  you  begin  to  notice  yourself 
Hopeless  to  these  many  complicated  lyrical  harpoons 
That  1  shoot  like  darts  when  there  is  cereal  in  my  spoon 

1  gleam  and  dream  about  this  millennium  to  begin 
Gods  praying  that  your  future  will  he  better  lhan  it  seems 
Screw  it.  strike  one,  strike  two,  you're  out,  that's  my  count 
I've  stolen  the  devil's  horse  and  I'm  ready  for  the  mount 
I'm  claiming  the  Garden  of  Eden,  'bum  to  give  it  to  my  girl 
'Bout  to  mix  (he  while  one,  give  shades  to  (he  black  pearl 
With  strange  powers  I  make  you  sniff  cocaine  from  your  ears 
causing  you  to  talk  from  the  rear  orifice  of  your  body  with  fears 
Diligently  comprehending  many  true  raw  street  styles 
It's  time  to  dig  your  grave  below  some  six  miles 
So  high  1  hel  ihe  authorities  got  me  on  a  ransom 
The  chocolate  is  here  Hawaiian  straight  from  Branson 
But  don't  stumble  even  though  your  feet  are  under  nibble 
My  peoples  kick  it  everyday  with  females  who  be  fresh  like  mint  double 
Teach  you  to  escape  from  grappling  holds  gel  away  from  eastern  claws 
As  I  pause  lei  you  s«  mc  quickly  from  a  distance 
With  consistence  I  rise  and  e\ion  you  with  persistence 
For  your  gems,  ideas,  and  maps  that  lead  to  the  treasure 
As  I  measure  your  success  barometer  that  reads  zero  for  the  pressure 
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My  Last  Day 

Theodore  Miller 

I  fear  no  one  but  God 
and  see  no  fear  in  death 
Because  on  the  day  I  die 
my  life  will  finally  be  at  rest 
My  soul  will  leave  this  place 
and  see  my  fallen  peers 
I'm  not  alone  in  heaven 
with  all  my  kindred  spirits 
There  is  so  much  I  want  to  do 
in  the  little  time  I  have  left 
(o  one  will  ever  say  that  I  feared  death 
when  I  say  "I  fear  no  one.'  uttered  my  last  breath 
God,  please  lay  mercy  on  me 
and  take  me  from  this  place 
I  pity  the  world  that  you've  created 
and  see  it  in  disgrace 
Because  in  the  end  1  see  who  you  truly  are; 
1  see  you  are  no  man,  no  woman,  or  nothing 
Because  if  you  were  a  being 
all  these  things  you  would  not  bring 
In  the  end  we  will  all  be  together 

and  we  will  as  one  pray 
For  this  is  what  I  pray  to  happen, 
on  what  is  my  last  day 


She's  Aiight! 

Daniel  Martinez 


I  saw  this  fine-looking  shorty  walking  by  my  way 

/         (he  other  day. 
I'm  thinking,  stop  her.  yeah,  but  what  would  I  %ay 
Yo.  I  don't  know 
the  way  she  moving,  yo.  she  got  nic  in  doubt 
tny  heart's  saying  "man  get  (he  digits"  but  my  head's  like  "na,  uh.  we  out" 
I'm  so  contused  trying  to  choose  who  to  follow  wit  this 
and  if  I  snooze.  1'ma  loose  my  only  chance  wit  this  miss 
and  true,  my  heart  got  the  knowledge  to  get  me  success. 
But  ><>.  my  mind  got  the  power  to  make  me  regret  the  opportunities  I  lost 
because  of  my  fears 
I  try  to  shake  it  but  I  can't.  It's  clogging  my  ears.  Telling  me 
"remember  when  you  got  hurt  in  that  mess" 
and  I'm  like,  "True  indeed.  Yo  my  mind  knows  best" 
hui  it  don't,  I  just  won't  stand  up  to  the  test. 
Instead  I  fold  and  go  home  wit  nothing  to  flex  but  the  daydreams  1  get 
when  I  close  my  eyes 
of  this  chic  I  Could' ve  nabbed  if  t  would've  hid  my  pride 
and  tried  to  meet,  maybe  greet  this  girl  of  my  dreams 

but  yo  instead 
it  seems  I'll  cheat,  and  just  simply  fecu  for  her  forever 
yo  I'll  never  get  the  nerve  I  need 
to  overcome  my  hesitations  and  get  her  to  see  what  I'm  about 
cause  I  doubt  my  very  own  heart 
But  Suddenly !  my  body's  hit  wit  ait  adrenaline  charge 
It's  my  heart  teaming  up  wit  my  very  own  will,  and  yo 
they  trying  to  find  my  mind,  cause  it's  time  to  kill  all  adversity 
so  yo  lets  start  this  show 
my  heart  and  mind  battled  fierce  about  a  minute  or  so 
and  then  my  will  came  in.  all  cool  and  ail  calm 
and  laid  my  mind  right  out  with  one  jackknife  powerboinb.  Yo 
you  should  have  seen  it.  it  was  hot  to  del! 
But  now  it's  time  to  represent,  so  let  me  take  one  breath 
and  introduce  myself 
to  this  shorty  I've  been  eye'n  and  drop  a  line  in  and  tell  her 
"Honey.  I've  been  trying  to  get  close  to  you" 
"1  really  want  to  get  to  know  you" 
and  if  you  want  me  too  than  say  '  Aiight  boo.  I  want  you" 

hut  yo.  instead.  I  caught  a  dose  of  reality. 
Cause  honey  I  was  fecnin  for  said  she  wasn't  feeling  me. 
1  remember  her  exact  words.  I  think  ihey  started  with  "Please" 
and  ended  with  "Man.  You  ain't  even  my  stee/!"  Yo! 
my  heart  dropped, 
and  didn't  slop  till  it  hit  ruck-bottom. 
I'm  pr.iying.  "Lord,  please  let  this  awful  day  be  forgotten" 
but  il  won't 
cause  in  my  mind,  it  plays  again  and  again. 
YO.  THAT'S  THE  LAST  TIME  1  LET  MY  HEART  WIN! 


Maybe 

Kate  Muchowski 

Soon  I  will  become  a  daydream,  a  distant  could  have  been 

a  memory  buried  deep  within  your  soul 

and  maybe  you  will  think  of  me  every  now  and  then, 

or  maybe  you  will  forget  about  the  few  simple  days  we  shared, 

the  connection  that  was  there. 

And  that  would  be  okay  with  me,  because  for  a  fleeting  moment 
you  and  I  were  there.  At  a  place  called  happiness,  where  we  reigned. 
I  know  one  day  I  might  be  sitting  under  a  tree,  on  a  hot  summer  day- 
and  wonder:  what  it  would  be  liketo  have  him  here. 
To  be  sweaty  and  sticky  together  letting  our  skin  crisp  and  sizzle  in 
the  strong  summer  sun. 

Or  maybe  I  made  il  all  up,  and  I  was  just  at  the  wrong  place 
and  time  for  my  heart. 

1  won't  soon  forget  the  burning  tears  that  fell  for  you,  the  way  we 
fit  or  the  proposal  that  you  made. 


But  soon  the  hurt  I  have  for  you  will  fade,  and  one  day  I  will 
sitting  somewhere  and  I  will  think  of  the  daydream  I  was  in. 
And  a  tear  inside  my  heart  will  fall  for  what  could  have  been 


be 


Alcoholic's  Dream 

Christine  B.  Dela  Cueva 


You  know  you  want  me 
So  stop  trying  to  resist  me 
You  know  you  like  how  I  taste. 
How  I  quench  your  thirst 
So  come  on  and  have  me 
You  know  I'll  give  you 
What  you  want  and  need 
Warmth  and  laughter  will  till  your  soul 
You  know  you  think  about  me 
After  a  long  hard  day's  work 
Just  the  thought  of  me 
Makes  your  mouth  water 
I'll  make  your  tired,  weary  body  relax. 
Free  your  mind  from  worries 
But  just  a  sip  will  only  be  a  tease 
So  have  some  more  of  me 
There  is  always  enough 
You  know  that  1*11  always  be  there  for  you 
I'll  make  you  happy 
At  least  for  a  while 
Maybe  you  can  have  a  cigarette  with  me 
So  go  ahead 
Make  me  warm 
With  your  firm  grip 
And  with  one  finger  open  me 
You'll  feel  better. 
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Sounds  familiar... 


Charge  it! 


Tamika  Cameron 

Onyx  Correspondent 


Charge  it  to  the  game  -  the  game  of  life 
that  is. 

Unfortunately,  living  moderately  com- 
fortable can  get  pretty  expensive.  College 
is  not  only  about  tuition,  writing  papers  or 
about  maintaining  a  decent  GPA,  the  finan- 
cial facts  of  life  come  into  play  as  well. 

A  Quicken  survey  last  year  revealed  that 
nearly  half  of  college  students  bounce 
checks,  7 1  %  of  those  with  credit  cards  fail 
to  pay  off  balances  monthly  and  most  esti- 
mate that  they  will  have  $15,000  in  debt 
before  graduation. 

Students  are  making  their  lives  more 
complicated  by  abusing  what  is  suppose  to 
be  the  little  plastic  life  savor,  only  to  be 
used  in  financial  emergencies. 

I  decided  to  conduct  a  mini-survey  of 
my  own  to  see  what  the  consensus  was  to- 
wards credit  card  usage  here  at  Northeast- 
em. 

"I  never  have  any  loose  cash  around  and 
I'm  not  always  sure  what  the  balance  is  in 
my  checking  account.  It's  just  easier  to 
charge  it  and  deal  with  the  bill  later,"  said 
a  junior  year  Nursing  major.  She  admitted 
lo  only  paying  the  minimum  balance  re- 
quired by  her  credit  card  service  provider 


when  payment  is  due. 

"It  makes  my  life  easier.  Everywhere  I 
go  I  can  use  it,  1  don't  have  to  stand  in 
line  for  the  ATM  machine,"  said  a  sopho- 
more year  Criminal  Justice  major.  Luck- 
ily for  him,  the  bill  goes  straight  to  his 
parent's  house. 

However,  many  students  don't  have 
the  luxury  of  never  receiving  the  bill  and 
are  petrified  of  checking  the  mail. 

Students  are  not  only  cluttering  their 
wallets  with  the  major  card  dealers  like 
Visa  and  MasterCard.  More  frequently, 
they  are  using  those  cards  lo  obtain  de- 
partment store  cards,  gasoline  cards,  etc.; 
which  just  adds  to  the  problem. 

There  are  various  ways  to  minimize 
your  abuse  of  credit  cards  and  alter  the 
way  credit  manages  to  complicate  your 
life.  Try  these  tips  live  compiled  from 
various  sources  for  three  months  and 
see  if  college  just  got  easier. 
Get  rid  of  all  but  two  of  your  credit 
cards.  One  for  the  mandatory  necessi- 
ties i.e.  books,  school  supplies.  The 
second  card  is  used,  only,  as  a  back-up 
card. 

Pay  off  the  remaining  balance  on  your 
credit  card  every  month  so  that  those 
finance  charges  doni't  continue  to  haunt 
you. 

See  CREDIT  CRAZY.  Page  6 
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type  of  education." 

Shaneek  Johnson,  a  Simmons  College 
senior  adds,  'Today,  not  enough  is  being 
done  to  educate  minorities  at  the  college 
level." 

For  years  experts  have  been  wrestling 
with  the  problem  of  differential  educational 
attainment.  Now  a  federal  program  called 
GEAR-UP  will  help.  This  program  will 
support  state  and  community  efforts  to  pre- 
pare students  for  college.  Once  students  are 
in  their  middle  school  years  the  program 
will  take  students  from  low-income  fami- 
lies and  give  them  mentoring  and  academic 
help  as  well  as  information  on  how  to  pay 
for  college. 

Northeastern  student.  Karimah  Ellis, 
tecls  financial  loans  and  grants  are  the  most 
important  part  of  going  to  college. 

She  says  "A  lot  of  Black  and  Latinos 
come  to  college  and  don't  have  the  finan- 


cial means  to  pay  for  it  so  they  drop  out 
after  one  or  two  years  and  once  they  are 
out  it  is  hard  for  them  to  come  back," 


"A  lot  of  Black  and  Latinos 
come  to  college  and  don't 
have  the  financial  means  to 
pay  for  it  so  they  drop  out  af- 
ter one  or  two  years  and  once 
they  are  out  it  is  hard  for  them 
to  come  back." 

Karimah  Ellis 
NU  Student 


The  federal  government  will  spend 
$210  million  on  the  program  in  1999.  The 
new  program  may  not  solve  all  the  prob- 
lems, but  supporters  hope  it  will  provide 
money  and  ideas  lo  improve  high  school 
and  college  completion  rates  among  mi- 
norities. 


Meningitis... 
The  silent  killer 


Katrina  Braxton 

Onyx  Staff 


Sarah  Gomick  was  an  average  20-year  old 
college  student  from  St.  Paul.  A  junior  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  her  major  was  bio- 
chemistry. Just  like  many  Northeastern  sludenLs, 
Sarah  was  an  active  and  social  young  lady.  Slie 
was  a  member  of  the  women's  lightweight  crew 
team  and  a  campus  sorority.  Most  importantly, 
Sarah  Gomick  was  for  many,  family,  and  to  oth- 
ers a  friend. 

However,  on  Tuesday  OcL  27,  1998.  this 
young  student's  life  changed  She  had  been  sick, 
and  probably  became  worried  when  instead  of 
getting  better,  her  condition  only  became  worse. 
She  went  lo  the  hospital  at  2:21  am  that  Tues- 
day, and  was  pronounced  dead  2:48  p.m.  that 
same  day.  Sarah's  fatal  ending  was  caused  by 
Bacterial  Meningitis. 

There  have  been  reports  of  meningitis  becom- 
ing more  popular  on  college  campuses. 
Most  people  have  heard  of  meningitis,  but  do 
not  know  what  it  is  exacdy. 

Meningitis  is  an  inflammation  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord,  which  can  be  caused  by  either 
viruses  or  bacteria. 

So,  how  does  it  spread  from  one  person  to 
another? 

Scott  Spear,  from  the  Wisconsin  University 
Health  Services  said,  "A  person  must  have 
intimiate  or  direct  exposure  with  a  Meningitis 


patient."  Exposure  includes  kissing,  sharing  food, 
drinking  after  someone  or  using  the  same  eating 
utensils.  Dr.  Spear  said  that  people  who  do  not 
have  this  type  of  direct  contact,  like  aroom  mate 
or  some  one  in  class,  do  not  have  to  worry  about 
contracting  meningitis. 

Here  is  llie  tricky  part.  Meningitis'  symtoms 
can  be  perceived  as  not  threatening.  According 
to  a  study  done  at  the  University  of  Oxford,  symp- 
toms may  include: 
-Fever 

-Severe  headaches 

-Stiffness  of  the  neck  (can't  touch  your  chin  to 

your  chest) 

-Joint  or  muscle  pains 

-Feeling  drowsy  or  lethargic 

-Confusion  or  deterioration 

-Rapid  deterioration  of  health 

-Rash  of  tiny,  red/purple  pin  prick  spots  which 

may  spread  to  look  like  fresh  bruising. 

If  you  have  meningitis,  all  of  these  symtoms 
may  not  appear.  The  best  thing  lo  do  is  lo  go  to  a 
doctor  as  soon  as  you  think  you  may  have  men- 
ingitis. Sometimes  even  medical  examiners  can 
miss  the  signs.  So  explain  to  your  physician  your 
concerns,  and  insist  thai  you  be  examined.  The 
earlier  it  is  delected  and  treated  are  vital. 

For  further  information  about  meningitis  you 
can  contact  the  Meningitis  Research  Foundation 
at  www.meningitis.org  or  the  National  Menin- 
gitis Foundational  www.meningjtis-trustorg.uk 


Black  HistoryiWhat  Gives? 


Eric  Esteves 

Onyx  Columnist 


Sooner  or  later,  we  all  come  to  a  real- 
ization. Or,  an  epiphany,  so  to  speak.  We 
finally...get  it.  I  think  I  finally  "get"  his- 
tory. And,  in  particular,  Black  history. 

February,  the  shortest  month  of  the  year, 
is  here  once  again.  Known  for  being  the 
time  of  the  year  when  corporations 
scramble  to  their  feet  to  appease  their  "mi- 
nority" consumers  while  basking  in  the 
black  shadow  of  diversity.  Meanwhile,  his- 
tory classes  across  America  perform  a  quick 
debriefing  of  all  the  Blacks  who  ever  did 
anything  for  the  world;  you  know,  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  George  Washington 
Carver,  and  Crispus  Attucks;  to  name  a  few. 

And  then.. .that's  it.. .the  party's  over.  No 
more  studying  those  "colored"  people.  It's 
on  lo  Western  and  European  civilization  to 
really  learn  about  the  world.  The  month  of 
February  has  come  to  a  resoundingly  abrupt 
end,  as  well  as  your  chance  to  explore  the 
wealth  and  depth  of  Black  history  for  at 
least  three-hundred  and  thirty-something 
days. 

It  was  an  intriguing  discussion  that  took 
place  in  an  African-American  studies  class 
at  the  onset  of  this  current  quarter.  A  stu- 
dent in  the  class  just  so  happened  to  be  a 
commuter  from  the  same  Western  Massa- 
chusetts township  that  was  home  to  one  of 
the  greatest  scholars  of  our  time.  W.E.B. 
DuBois.  Interestingly,  none  of  the  students 
in  the  class  (a  pallry  sum  of  ten)  could  ini- 
tially answer  the  professor's  challenge  as 
lo  who  was  from  the  town  who  had  a  sig- 
nificant impact  on  Black  history  as  we 
know  it. 

The  student  from  DuBois'  hometown, 
Great  Barrington,  came  back  the  nex!  day 
quite  pleased.  She  had  telephoned  her  high 
school  history  teacher  and  popped  the  ques- 
tion. The  teacher  told  her  about  DuBois 
and  the  proceeded  to  apologize  lor  not  hav- 


ing taught  her  sojdents  about  such  an  im- 
portant figure  in  American  history-not  just 
Black  history-who  also  happened  to  grow 
up  only  a  few  miles  from  her  home. 

A  realization.  We  search  and  search  for 
the  unknown  answers  to  questions.  Where 
are  your  people  from?  What  have  your 
people  done?  Some  are  readily  available, 
others  are  not,  and  some  are  right  in  front  of 
you;  just  open  your  eyes.  Why  has  Black 
history  so  often  been  swept  under  the  rug. 
We  cannot  travel  back  in  time  to  "right"  any 
wrongs,  but  we  can  research  and  learn  more 
about  Black  history,  for  it  to  be  shared  with 
all  who  are  interested  in  its  value,  integrity, 
and  worth.  If  we  do  not,  we  will  add  to  the 
list  of  historians  and  citizens  who  have  al- 
lowed the  truth  to  be  distorted,  tainted,  and 
lost.  Now.  do  you  get  it? 


LOOK 

and  listen. 
Get  involved. 
Join  The  Onyx's 
staff  as  a  writer,  re- 
searcher, photographer, 
layout  assistant,  adver- 
tising rep.,  or  whatever 
you  can  bring  to  the 

table. 
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EDITORIAL 


There  has  been  much  talk  in  the  past  month  about  freedom  of  speech.  The  North- 
eastern News  is  saying  they  have  the  right  to  print  the  "Warped  Zone"  cartoon  because 
this  is  part  of  the  first  amendment.  The  first  amendment  does  guarantee  all  Americans 
the  right  to  voice  their  opinions.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  discretion  can  be  used? 
For  example,  if  1  decide  1  want  to  stand  in  the  middle  of  the  Curry  Student  Center  and 
start  calling  gay  people  faggots  and  calling  for  the  death  of  all  Jewish  people;  would  I  be 
within  my  rights?  Just  the  other  day,  I  overhead  the  supervisor  al  the  Information 
Booth  saying  a  poster  for  a  fraternity  event  was  going  to  be  taken  down  just  because  it 
said  "What  do  Black  Women  Really  Think  About  Black  Men  dating  White  Women." 
Does  freedom  of  speech  only  apply  when  you  are  degrading  minorities  like  black  people, 
women,  and  children  who  don't  have  the  numbers  or  the  clout  to  really  defend  them- 
selves? 

I  remember  another  incident  about  four  years  ago  when  I  was  a  freshmen,  the  Resi- 
dential Life  Office  had  a  problem  with  the  Carribean  Student  Organization  posting  up  a 
flyer  for  a  party  because  they  said  it  offended  women — the  women  of  Carribean  Student 
Organization  didn't  seem  to  offended.  I  also  rememberjust  this  summer  in  New  York  a 
group  of  firemen  were  fired  for  acting  out  a  racist  scene  in  a  local  parade.  Now  I  am 
sure  people  weren't  calling  out  freedom  of  speech  when  they  got  fired. 

Much  love. 
The  Editors 


What  Is  Latina? 


What  shall  I  call  myself?  A  question  Patricia  Caulpepper  posed  to  the  Onyx 
Informer.  Well  Patricia,  I  will  answer  your  question.  What  does  being  Latino  mean? 
Latino  is  a  race  which  consists  of  people  with  black,  Spanish,  and  indian  ancestors. 
Latino  is  the  general  term  preferred  by  many  of  Latino  heritage  rather  than  the  politi- 
cally correct  term  Hispanic.  Just  as  the  term  Black  is  used  to  call  African-Americans  in 
order  to  clump  together  a  minority  by  the  majority. 

Why  begrudge  us  the  right  to  calling  ourselves  Latinos?  We  as  a  people  ac- 
knowledge every  aspect  of  our  ancestral  heritage — black,  white,  pink,  blue,  etc.  Niether 
the  language  nor  the  religion  that  unites  us  or  makes  us  Latinos  but  rather  our  similar 
cultural  heritage  and  beliefs  which  bring  us  together.  What  is  the  culture?  El  merengue, 
la  salsa,  las  parandas,  los  platanos,  the  an,  the  poetry,  the  heart  and  soul  of  a  Latino  is 
what  unites  us.  All  these  great  things  make  up  the  Latino. 

If  you  allow  yourself  only  to  see  what  you  want  to  see  you  ask  dumb  questions 
like  what  is  Latino?  By  trying  to  rationlize  as  to  why  we  want  to  be  so  different  if  we 
have  similarities  with  other  minorities  you  have  once  again  stripped  us  of  an  identity. 

Patricia,  I  believe  that  your  question  was  done  in  honest  sincerity,  which  you 
only  asked  out  of  curiosity,  and  this  is  accepted  but  if  you  were  that  curious  your  ques- 
tion could  have  been  answered  had  you  done  your  research.  Secondly,  you  made  it  into 
an  insult  by  publicly  questioning  my  heritage  and  the  heritage  of  the  members  of  the 
Latino  community  here  at  Northeastern. 

 Lissette  Allow  is  a  sophomore  majoring  in  Biology  


Speaking  Out 

Freedom  of  Speech  and  The  Northeastern  News 

Freedom  of  speech  is  what  has  been  the  driving  force  in  insuring  democracy  in  this 
country.  Great  and  average  men  and  women  have  used  freedom  ofspeech  as  a  tool  to 
end  strife,  discrimination  and  to  insure  the  integrity  of  our  leaders. 

1  shudder  to  think  what  would  be  the  consequence  for  this  country  if  instead  of  using 
free  speech  in  a  positive  light,  these  individuals  used  it  to  make  a  mockery  of  their 
struggle.  I  cannot  envision  Malcolm  X  laughing  at  a  comic  strip  of  a  lynched  Black 
man  or  Rosa  Parks  enjoying  a  satire  depicting  Black  people  with  big  swollen  feet. 

Neither  can  I  envision  Steven  Spielberg  adding  humor  to  the  dead  little  girl  in  the 
red  dress  in  Schindler's  List.  Freedom  of  speech  is  a  powerful  tool  that  should  be  used 
tor  positive  pursuits.  But  it  can  be  used  for  evil  purposes. 

The  Warped  Zone  comic  strip  in  the  December  2,  1998  issue  for  The  Northeastern 
News,  was  not  only  in  poor  taste,  but  it  was  also  like  salt  in  the  wounds  of  many. 

People  whose  great  grandparents  were  lynched;  women  who  have  fought  long  and 
hard  to  have  a  voice  and  not  be  seen  as  mere  sex  objects;  and  individuals,  who  as 
children,  have  suffered  the  trauma  of  growing  up  in  an  abusive  environment  were 
wronged  by  the  twisted  attempt  at  humor  in  The  Warped  Zone. 

This  comic  strip  covered  all  the  "isim's"-  racism,  classism  and  sexism  in  what  its 
author  asserts  was  "meant  to  be  ironic  on  race  and  abuse  issues."  In  addition,  it  also 
leads  me  to  wonder  what  thought  went  into  choosing  the  various  Elmo's.  I  wonder  why 
SS  Elmo  was  not  in  the  lineup.  Surely,  that  would  make  the  character  even  more  evil; 
or,  maybe,  some  thought  was  put  into  the  Elmo  characters  after  all. 

Is  Diedricksen  the  only  person  at  fault?  Someone  had  to  approve  his  comic  strip: 
someone  had  to  think  that  it  would  be  okay  to  print  this. 

"  Diedricksen's  explanation  of  Elmo"  reflects  his  lack  of  understanding  of  the  harm 
he  has  done.  In  no  way  did  he  seem  remorseful;  he  merely  seemed  to  be  trying  to  justify 
his  comic  strip.  His  next  issue,  The  Not-So-Warped  Zone,  reeks  with  sarcasm  and 
cynicism  and  sends  a  clear  message  that  he  has  no  regret  about  what  he  did.  Let  us  still 
not  forget  those  who  approved  his  comic  strip  -  are  they  sorry? 

I  discussed  this  matter  with  my  peers  and  asked  what  can  be  done  so  that  such  an 
incident  does  not  occur  again.  For  as  we  all  know,  history  has  a  way  of  repeating  itself. 
They  told  me  about  freedom  of  the  press.  They  told  me  that  Northeastern  could  do 
nothing.  I  was  told  that  articles  offend  people  everyday  and  so  we  cannot  set  guidelines 
for  The  Northeastern  News. 

This  is  a  very  sad  case.  It  seems  that  aside  from  letters  to  the  editor,  nothing  can  be 
done  -  but  1  tell  you,  a  new  day  is  coming. 

Keno  Mullings  is  a  senior  majoring  in  Computer  Engineering  and 
 President  of  (he  Northeastern  Black  Student  Association 

A  Leader  Is  Born 

As  everybody  knows  Michael  Jordan  retired  early  last  month. 

This  was  an  expected  move  from  the  greatest  basketball  player  ever.  He  supported 
his  fellow  players  during  the  NBA  lockout.  Now  that  the  players  and  the  owners  have 
reached  an  agreement,  it  was  time  for  Jordan  to  do  something  for  himself. 

He  retired  at  the  perfect  time,  when  he  and  the  Chicago  Bulls  were  at  the  top  of  the 
league.  There  was  nothing  else  for  him  to  accomplish:  he  had  won  six  NBA  champion- 
ships, he  was  NBA  Finals  MVP  all  six  times,  he  had  the  highest  playoff  scoring  aver- 
age in  NBA  history,  and  the  highest  career  scoring  average  in  NBA  history. 

The  list  of  his  achievements  goes  on  and  on.  NBA  commissioner,  David  Stem,  said 
Michael  Jordan's  retirement  should  be  a  "happy  time."  I  agree,  especially  for  African- 
Americans,  because  now  that  Michael  Jordan  has  retired  from  basketball  he  has  time 
to  pursue  other  things.  He  can  open  so  many  doors  for  Black  people  just  with  the 
business  he  will  open  up.  With  his  car  dealerships  and  restaurants  alone,  hundreds  of 
jobs  will  become  available. 

The  question  is  will  he  stop  there,  Micheal  Jordan  has  the  power  to  affect  people 
not  only  on  a  national  scale,  but  also  on  a  global  one.  He  could  be  the  first  Black 
president  of  the  United  States.  Just  imagine  a  Black  leader  of  the  free  world  who  could 
be  the  world  ambassador  for  all  African- Americans.  Yes  David  Stem,  it  should  be  a 
happy  time  when  Micheal  Jordan  retires.  Now  Black  people  can  have  the  dynamic 
leader  we  deserve  to  take  into  the  next  millennium.  A  leader  that  is  a  strong  Black  man 
who  is  sensitive  to  Black  issues  and  can  still  appeal  to  white  America. 

Devon  Felton  is  a  junior  majoring  in  Business  Logistics 


Black  History 
Prayer 


In  an  age  where  Martin  Luther 
King  is  a  day  home  from  school  or  work, 
and  the  "I  have  a  dream  speech,"  is  a  dream 
deferred,  I  offer  this  humble  prayer. 

1  pray  that  my  generation  rejects 
our  new  god.  Materialism,  our  new  prayer, 
"Get  Money." 

I  pray  that  my  generation  forgives 
our  parents  for  never  having  taught  us  that 
Martin  and  Malcolm  are  more  than  just 
project  streets  we  shed  our  blood  on. 


I  pray  that  we  may  be  forgiven  for 
prostituting  the  civil  rights  movement  to  Ad 
agencies  and  Nike.  I  pray  that  our  revolu- 
tion is  more  than  basketball. 

I  pray  that  my  generation  stops 
searching  for  love  in  sex,  and  manhood  in 
violence. 

I  pray  that  the  children  we  create 
don't  inherit  our  depression,  our  destiny 
with  suicide. 

I  pray  that  we  save  ourselves,  in 
order  to  save  the  next  generation.  I  pray  that 
we  teach  them  the  survival  lessons  we  had 
In  leach  ourselves. 

1  pray  that  we  give  them  [he  knowl- 
edge of  the  future,  so  they  do  not  become 


hitchhikers  on  the  Information  Super 
Highway. 

I  pray  that  we  learn  faith  and  hope 
that  one  day,  we  will  believe  in  some- 
thing greater  than  ourselves. 

I  pray  that  we  save  ourselves  and 
produce  the  leaders  we  have  never  known. 

I  pray  that  our  god,  Materialism, 
loosens  its  hold. 

I  pray,  hoping  someday,  we  will 
believe  we  are  worth  saving. 

I  pray  that  one  day,  this  too.  be- 
comes your  prayer! 

Kerrita  McClaughlyn  is 
a  middle r  journalism  major 


voice  heard 


Send  Letters  to  The  Edit 
The  Onyx  Informer 
360  Huntigton  Ave 
430  Curry  Student  Cei 
Boston,  MA  0211 
Call  373-22! 
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CREDIT  CRAZY  ,  from  Page  4 

There  are  various  ways  to  minimize  your 
abuse  of  credit  cards  and  aller  Ihe  way 
credit  manages  to  complicate  your  life.  Try 
these  lips  I've  compiled  from  various 
sources  for  three  months  and  see  if  college 
just  got  easier. 

Get  nd  of  all  but  two  of  your  credit  cards. 
One  for  the  mandatory  necessities  i.e. 
hooks,  school  supplies.  The  second  card  is 
used.  only,  as  a  backup  card. 

Pay  off  the  remaining  balance  on  your 
credit  card  every  month  so  that  those  Fi- 
nance charges  don't  continue  to  haunt  you. 

If  it's  convenience  you  want,  use  your  bank 
debit  card,  which  reduces  the  danger  of 
spending  money  you  don't  have. 

Stan  cooking  healthier  foods.  It's  purchas- 
ing the  bag  of  chips  at  $2.99  instead  of  buy- 
ing a  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables  at  the 
same  price  that  cause  you  to  spend  excess 
money.  Just  look  at  it  this  way;  beach-wear 
is  only  five  months  away. 

Buy  clothes  in  pieces.  It  isn't  imperative 
that  you  have  a  complete  outfit.  Consider 
the  likelihood  that  you  may  already  have  a 
pair  of  pants  to  go  with  the  new  shirt. 

Save  your  shopping  until  either  the  end  or 
ihe  beginning  of  the  month  (depending  on 
your  billing  cycle).  This  way.  after  paying 
all  of  your  bills,  you  can  have  a  more  ac- 
curate figure  in  youraccounl  to  work  with. 
This  will  eliminate  unnecessary  use  of  a 
credit  card. 

Pul  yourself  on  a  monthly  entertainment 
budget  with  a  few  friends,  which  may  in- 
clude: dinner,  movies  (go  to  the  video 
store),  clubbing,  bar-hopping,  etc.  and  do 
not  exceed  that  limit  for  the  month.  Make 
sure  that  your  budget  is  in  a  price  range 
that  is  affordable  and  coincides  with  your 
life-style. 

Either  quit  smoking  or  reduce  your  smok 
ing  down  to  a  pack  a  week.  If  you  don't 
smoke,  that  's  extra  money  to  put  into  your 
entertainment  account. 

I  f  you  ride  the  T  to  your  Co-op  or  part  time 
job,  invest  in  a  T  pass. 

More  importantly,  discontinue  shopping  on 
the  Internet  not  only  because  of  its  acces 
sibility  to  overdo  it.  but  also  because  of 
the  security  dangers  of  purchasing  mer 
chandise  on-line. 

It  is  important  for  students  to  understand 
that  credit  card  usage  and  saving  money 
go  hand  in  hand.  Monitoring  the  activity 
of  your  account  on  a  regular  basis  will  help 
you  better  manage  your  money  and  deter- 
mine what's  the  best  way  lo  live  within 
your  means.  The  more  economical  you  are 
when  spending  your  money  will  directly 
affect  your  perceplion  of  how  essential  it 
is  lo  answer  thai  all  too  familiar  que;:ti:m 
with.  "Charge  it,  please." 


1998  in  Review 


The  Sweetest  Thing 


MHuminglOTiAiTfiif 
Mm.  MA  Ml  15 


Hours 

H)o&Y-Fr1fli.ni-6pjn- 


Hurricane  Mitch  wreaks  havoc  in  Central  America 


we've  ever  heard. 


Terrorism  strikes  citizens  of  Nairobi,  Kenya 


Sosa  was  just  that  close  to  breaking  record 
World  Cup  1998! 


Pope  makes  first  visit  to  Cuba 


The  Reggae  Boyz  represent  Jamaica  to  the  fullest 


k4 


Playa  of  the  Year 


Viaera 


Would  you  kiss 
these  lips'?! 


scores  his  final  basket 


Keeping  you  up  all  night 
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Say  Word:  What's  Going  Down  in  Beantown 


Eric  Esteves 

Onyx  Staff 


There  are  a  hosl  of  events  going  on  lo- 
cally over  the  course  of  ihc  following 
weeks.  So  as  an  added  bonus,  I  figured  I 
would  give  you  a  quick  run-down  as  to 
what's  going  on  in  the  Boston  area.  Ya 
heard!? 

On  Going 

Tuesdays  are  Bulla  Fly  Tuesdays  al  One 
Boylston  Place.  From  8-10:30  P.M.,  host 
Karriem  Ali  charges  $5  and  has  an  open 
mic  and  featured  poels. 

Thursdays  Ogunnaike  Gallery,  located  at 
39  Thayer  Street  (off  of  Harrison  Ave.) 
hosts  a  weekly  open  mic  and  featured  art- 
ists forum  at  9pm.  The  resident  artist, 
AskiaToure,  and  Professor  Tony  Van  Der 
Meer  host.  Admission  is  $3  for  students, 
$4  for  those  who  get  on  the  mic,  and  $5 
for  mere  spectators. 

Sundays,  NU's  own  Ayanna  McRae  hosts 
a  casual  gathering  of  open  mic  poetry, 
freestyle  sessions,  and  featured  artists  .it 
"The  Pear  Tree,  73  Highland  St.,  Apt.  #1 
{Orange  Line-Roxbury  Crossing  stop). 

Also  on  Sundays.  The  Lizard  Lounge,  at 
1667  Mass  Ave  in  Cambridge  (just  past 
Harvard  Square)  has  an  open  mic  and  fea- 
tured artists  as  well.  But  the  catch:  The 
Jeff  Robinson  Trio  hosts  and  improv 
background  music  to  accompany  any 
piece  you  throw  at  them. 

February 

The  Latino/a  Student  Cultural  Center 
(LSCC)  will  be  selling  Valentines  and 
Candy  Grams  Feb  1st  through  Feb  8th. 

At  the  Panotican  Gallery  in  Kenmore 
Square,  there  is  an  exhibit  off  photos  from 
the  Civil  Rights  Movement,  the  Negro 
BasebaJI  League,  and  others  by  Emest  C. 
Withers  entitled,  Pictures  Tell  the  Story. 
It  runs  through  March  5th.  (Info:6I7-267- 
8929) 

The  AAMARP  (African- American  Mas- 
ter Artists-In  -Residency  Program)  cel- 
ebrates the  work  of  Edward  Strickland  in 
Edward  Strickland:  A  Memorial  and 
New  Works,  at  76  Atherton  St  in  Jamaica 
Plain  throughout  the  month  of  February. 
(Info:617-373-3329) 

At  the  African  Meeting  House,  8  Smith 
Court  in  Boston,  there  is  an  ongoing  photo 
exhibit  of  citizens  who  made  a  difference 
by  Don  West,  entitled,  "Portraits  of  Pur- 
pose II.  (lnfo:617-739-1200) 

Seminar  series  at  Harvard  University's 
present  a  talk  entitled  Corporate  Social 
Responsibility. 

Another  seminar  series  is  being  held  at  the 
David  Rockerfeller  Center  for  Latin 
American  Studies.  It  is  called  the  Latin 
American  Tuesday  Seminar  Series,  tak- 
ing place  every  Tuesday  at  12:30pm. 


Tuesday,  February  9 

The  15th  Annual  Roland  D.  Latham  Ora- 
tory Competition  will  be  held  in  the  Curry 
Student  Center  Ballroom  at  7pm  (lnfo:6 1 7- 
373-3143). 

Jamaican  Reggae  artist,  Luciano,  performs 
at  The  Roxy.  (279  Tremont  Street,  Boston) 
at  8pm.  (Info:338-7699) 

At  6:00pm,  Corporate  Windows  takes 
place  in  the  Egan  Center's  Raytheon  Am- 
phitbeater.  Company  Representatives  will 
present  their  companies  lor  20-30  minutes, 
and  the  representatives  will  be  available  for 
conversation  before  and  after  their  speeches. 
Participating  companies  include  Lucent 
Technologies,  IBM,  Shiply.  King  Industries, 
and  Batell  Environmental. 


Wednesday,  Febraury  10 

Fiery  poet  and  activist  Gil  Scott-Heron 
makes  an  appearance  at  the  Middle  East 
(Info:864-EAST). 


Northeastern  Black  Student  Association 
(NBSA)  will  have  an  Outreach  Forum  for 
students  interested  in  volunteering  for  a  host 
of  community  service  organizations  at  7pm 
in  the  African-American  Institute  (info:373- 
46I4). 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi  will  hold  a  forum  for  Black 
men  (all  are  welcome)  entitled.  The  Black 
Family:  Moving  to  the  New  Millenium  at 
7pm  in  the  Curry  Student  Center  Ballroom. 
Guest  speakers  include  Don  Muhammad, 
Keith  Motley,  Rev.  Conley  Hughes,  Joseph 
Warren,  and  Darryl  Tukufu! 

Stellar  jazz  songstress,  Rachelle  Farrell, 
performs  at  Scullers  in  shows  at  8pm  and 
10pm.  Scullers  is  in  teh  DoubleTree  Guest 
Suites  Hotel,  400  Soldiers  Field  Road  ($24, 
info:562-4Ill). 

Thursday,  February  11 

Latino/a  Student  Cultural  Center  (LSCC) 
will  have  a  Valentine  Potluck  Lunch, 
where  the  valentines  will  be  handed  out,  at 


Black  Engineering  Student  Society  (BESS) 
host  a  WWW  workshop  at  6pm  for  students 
to  get  aquainted  with  HTML,  building  their 
home  pages,  graphics,  pine,  and  text  edi- 
tors. Location  tentatively  scheduled  for 
Room  208(PC  lab)  of  the  Snell  Engineer- 
ing Building. 

An  Evening  with  Langston  and  Martin 
will  be  held  in  Blackman  Auditorium  at 
7:30pm.  Acclaimed  actors,  Danny  Glover 
and  Felix  Justice  will  read  from  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  and  Langston  Hughes,  in  a  two- 
man  show  thai  is  bound  to  enlighten  ($7.50 
for  students.  (lnfo:617-373-2247) 

Friday,  February  12 

Peers. Reaching  Out  for  a  Positive  Society 


Have  The  Onyx  cover  your  event 
Call  us  at  373-2250 


)RR..O.P.S.)  presents  Black  History:  The 
Other  II  Months  al  the  Roxbury  Commu- 
nity College's  Media  Auditorium  on  Feb 
1 3th  at  7pm  (Info:78l-601-97l7). 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Fraternity,  lnc's  A 
Valentine's  Day  Affair,  will  be  held  at  the 
Colonnade  Hotel  ( 1 20  Huntington  Ave.) 
from  7pm-2am  (info:  617-427-3013). 

Saturday,  February  13 

A  5-on-5  Basketball  Tournament  will  be 
held  at  Boston  College  (Chestnut  Hill,  MA). 
Registration:  $40  per  team  (up  to  8  players 
a  team).  Free  Admission  to  those  who  are 

not  playing. 

Sunday,  February  14 

If  you  just  so  happen  to  not  have  a  dale  on 
this  day,  don't  fret.  At  7pm  &  9:30pm,  Tito 
Puente  plays  at  the  Latin  dance  party  at  the 
Regattabar  in  ihe  Charles  Hotel  (Harvard 
Square.  Cambridge;  info:876-7777). 

Tuesday,  February  16 

Ramon  Grosfoguel,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Sociology  at  Boston  College  presents.  "The 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  in  the 
Twentieth  Century:  Global  Logics  and 
the  Status  Question. 

Wednesday,  February  17 

Career  Expo  '99  will  unfold  at  the  Hynes 
Convention  Center  from  9:00  am-3:30  pm 
(info:617-442-6365) 

Thursday,  February  18 

Rap  gods  Brand  Nubian  bless  the  local 
masses  with  a  live  concert  at  the  Middle 
East  (Info:617-864-EAST). 

BESS  will  have  a  Sexual  Education 
Workshop  covering  contraception,  STD's, 
sexual  harassment,  and  other  relevant  is- 
sues at  6:30pm,  Room  333  of  the  Curry 
Student  Center. 

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  will  hold  the  Black 
Jeopardy  competition  in  450  Dodge  Hall 
at  7pm.  Teams  of  three  will  compete  for  a 
first-place  prize  of  $300  and  a  second-place 
prize  of  $150  (Info:6I7-859-9534). 

Friday,  February  19 

The  African  Latino  Alliance  presents  Evo- 
lution of  Styles,  an  exhibit  opening  on  Feb. 
19th  at  the  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 
Columbus  Ave  (lnfo:617-685-5377). 

The  Harvard  Business  School  African- 
American  Student  Union  presents  at  9pm 
Cedric  "The  Entertainer"  live  al  the 
Harvard  Business  School  Campus'  Burden 
Auditorium  (III  Western  Ave.  Cambridge) 
($20;617-442-2622). 


Monday,  February  22 

The  Black  History  Film  Series  at  NU  will 
take  place  during  the  week  of  February 
22nd  -  26th.  An  organization  will  host  on 
each  day:  1/22-  HSU,  l/23-LASO,  1/24- 
CSO/NBSA,  1/25-NASO.  1/26-BESS. 


Dr.  Toni-Michelle  C.  Travis  presents,  The 
Future  of  Affirmative  Action.at  11:45am 
in  the  Egan  Center's  Raytheon  Amphithe- 
ater on  Sponsored  by  the  Departments  of 
African-Americab  Studies,  Women's 
Studies,  and  Political  Science,  and  the 
Office  of  Affirmative  Action  (info:617- 
373-3148). 

Tuesday,  February  23 

Kathleen  O'Neill.  Ph.D.  candidate  in  the 
school  of  Government  al  Harvard  Univer- 
sity presents,  "Decentralization:  A  Look 
at  Andean  Cases. 

The  Black  History  Quiz  Bowl  will  be  held 
on  Feb  23rd  and  25th  in  the  Cahral  Center 
of  the  African-American  Institute 
(Info:6l7-373-4919). 

Thursday,  February  25 

I  or  anyone  traveling  ty  NYC,  be  sure  to 
check  out  the  Ed  Bullins  Retrospective 
al  The  Schromburg  Center  for  Research 
in  Black  Culture/The  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary(515  Malcolm  X  Boulevard,  NYC 
10037).  February  25th  through  March  7th 
(lnfo:617-541-1921). 

LSCC  and  Latin  American  Student  Orga- 
nization (LASO)  presents  "Movie  Night" 
at  Ihe  Sony  Cheri  movie  theater  (info:6 17- 
373-3087). 

NBSA  presents  Black  History  Month 
speaker,  Norm  Conklin.  He  will  speak 
on  HIS-Tory,  literally  tracing  from  slaves 
in  Rhode  Island  to  moving  to  Boston,  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  last  black  regi- 
ment (Mass  54th),  and  his  work  with  the 
youth  through  the  NAACP.  Also  attend- 
ing will  be  a  speaker  discussing  women's 
roles  in  the  civil  war.  This  will  take  place 
in  the  McCIeod  Suites  in  the  Curry  Stu- 
dent Center  from  12  pm  to  I  pm. 

An  Art  Exposition  will  take  place  at 
Roxbury  Community  College  from  5pm 
to  10pm.  The  Lawrence  Ballet  Academy 
will  present  "En  El  Tiempo  De  Las 
Mariposas,"  based  on  Julia  Alvarez's  book 
of  the  same  title,  at  7:00pm.  (info:6 1 7-426- 
4995) 


Friday,  February  26 

LASO  will  have  a  Paintball  outing  at 
6pm.  (Info:  373-5845) 

Saturday,  February  27 

NU's  Black  Student  Association  (NBSA) 
will  host  a  Learning  Conference  from 
8am-5:30pm.  in  the  West  Addition  "l  the 
Curry  Student  Center.  The  conference  will 
feature  workshops  sequences  on  culture 
and  society,  guest  speakers,  panel  discus- 
sions, and  a  closing  session  ($5-$l5) 
(lnfo:373-46l4). 


February  27th  marks  the  155th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Dominican  Republic's  Inde- 
pendence Day.  To  commemorate  the  cel- 
ebration, the  Dominican  Consulate  is 
sponsoring  a  series  of  events  taking  place 
in  the  Boston  area.  ( !nio:482-8 121). 
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Hip-hop  Track  by  Track 


By  Maurice  Archer 

Onyx  Staff 

Welcome  back  to  the  Track  by  Track  for  the  '99.  1  hope  everyone  had  a  phat  New 
Year,  but  as  usual,  we  got  to  keep  the  music  going.  To  start  the  New  Year  off  right,  we  gonna 
give  you  a  run  down  of  the  phatesl  joints  from  '98.  First,  for  y'all  that  don't  have  the  new 


Mo's  Album  of  the  Month 

Redman  joint,  check  this  T.B.T.  so  you  can  go  pick  it  up.  As  we  do  every  month, 
we  will  rate  the  albums  on  a  scale  of  S0-$  14.99,  depending  on  how  much  I  would 
pay  for  it.  As  Redman  would  say,  "Welcome  to  da  bricks!" 

Trackl-  Red  is  just,  basically  expressing  his  New  Jersey  pride.  He's  not  rhyming 
and  there's  no  beat,  he's  just  describing  everyday  life  in  the  Jerz.  "Welcome  to  da 


#1 

"MOMENT  OF  TRUTH" 
Gangstarr  [$14.99] 

Tell  us  at  The  Onyx  who  in  Gangstarr 
is  a  Boston  native,  and  win  a  Tower 
Records  gift  certificate.  Cal!  us  at  373- 
2250. 


bricks!" 

TYack2-  "Let  da  Monkey 
Out"  has  a  phat  jungle 
sounding  beat.  Not  jungle 
music,  just  a  beat  that 
sounds  like  you  would  hear 
it  while  walking  through  a 
jungle.  He  rhymes  dope 
wit'  it. 


2. 

BLACKSTAR 

"Mos  Def  and  Talib  Kweli  are  Blackstar" 

$14.99 

3. 

LAURYN  HILL 

"The  Miseducation  of  Lauryn  Ffill" 

S  14.99 

4. 

BRAND  NUBIAN 

"Foundation" 

$12.99 

5. 

Jay-Z 

"VoI.2-The  Hard  Knock  Life" 

$14.99 

6. 

OUTKAST 

"Aquemini" 

$14.99 

7. 

BIG  PUN 

"Capital  Punishment" 

$13.99 

8. 

PETE  ROCK 

"Soul  Survivor" 

$12.99 

9. 

A  TRIBE  CALLED  QUEST 

"The  Love  Movement" 

$12.99 

10a.  REDMAN 

"Doc's  Da  Name" 

$14.99 

b. 

METHOD  MAN 

'Tical  2000-Judgement  Day" 

$14.99 

Honorable  Mention:  Fat  Joe  (Don  Cartagena)  |$12.99J  and  N.O.R.E.JSl  1.99] 


Spencer 


617  232/1380 


HunEinjrtonAvfniie 
BosCf>n:  MA  02115 


Hours., 

Tuesday  -  Frl  K  a.m.  -  6  p,m- 
Wedfta.m.-y  p.m. 
Sat  7  a.m,  -  5  p  m 


AllAN'S 


TUXEDOS  &z  GOWNS 

DRESSING  YOU  UP  FOR  OVER  30  YEARS 


Tuxedo  Rentals  with  Student  It> 

Located  at  594  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Dorchester,  IV!  A.  02  1 2  1 
Telephone;  <617)  427-8930 


Tfack3-  Y'all  should  know  "I'll  Be 
Dat"  by  now.  It's  bumpin'  on  every 
radio  station  and  BET.  Definitely  a  hot 
joint.  Da  video  is  hilarious. 
Track4-  "Get  it  Live"  is  hot  too.  The 
beat  could  have  been  a  little  better,  but 
that's  a'ight  because  Erick  Sermon  did 
the  best  he  could  on  production.  Red 
is  an  entertaining  cat.  I  like  his  style, 
yo! 

TrackS-  "Who  Took  Da  Satellite  Van?" 
is  funny  @$$skil#l.  Some  white  news 
guy  has  his  satellite  van  stolen.  Ha. 
Haa! 

Track6-  "Once  upon  a  time  up  in  Jer- 
sey, yo."  This  is  my  favorite  track  on 
this  album.  Of  course.  Red  produced 
it  himself.  He  just  talks  about  what  da 
trees  do  to  him.  Definitely  a  hot  joint. 
The  beat  is  crazy. 

Track7-  "Close  ya  doorz"  is  exactly 
what  they  did  to  make  this  track.  Hot 
a'int  the  word.  Red  was  like,  "I'ma  a 
go  home  and  get  all  the  dopest  mc's 
from  around  the  way  and  let  them 
rhyme  on  an  Erick  Sermon  track.  The 
collaboration  was  on  point. 
1Yack8-  Since  cats  are  feelin'  my  man 
Noreaga.  Red  did  a  phat  track  cuttin' 
the  line  "I  Don't  Kare"  from  Noreaga's 
"Superthug".  This  is  one  of  the  phatter 
joints  on  the  album. 
Track9-  For  this  track,  Red  took  a 
"Boodah  Break."  It  sounds  like  he 
smoked  right  before  he  made  this  track. 
Once  again,  his  style  is  ill.  I  didn't  like 
the  beat  that  much  because  I  wasn't 
under  the  influence  when  I  was  listen- 
ing to  it.  It's  a'ight  though. 
TracklO-  "Million  Chicken  Head 
March"  skit  is  crazy  funny.  I  laughed 
the  whole  way  through. 
Trackll-  "Keep  on  99"  keeps  Red's 
album  phat.  The  beat  is  slow.  Obvi- 
ously made  for  the  cats  puffin'  on  the 
bones.  It's  bumpin  though.  Another 
phat  track. 

Trackl2-  In  my  opinion,  this  was  the 
worst  track  I've  heard  Mef  and  Red  on. 
"Well  All  Rile  Cha"  wasn't  all  right 
with  Moe(me).  It  has  too  much  tv  ap- 
peal to  ii.  I  unly  enjoyed  it  because  H 
was  Mel  and  Red.  There  was  a  lot  of 
room  for  improvement. 
Trackl3-  "Pain  In  Da  ASS  Steward- 
ess" was  another  funny  skit  that  was  a 
continuation  of  the  bus  skit  on  his  last 
albumffor  the  real  cats  that  actually 
have  Muddy  Waters.)  Hilarious! 


Trackl4-  When  I  first  heard 
"Da  Goodness",  my  man  just 
threw  it  on,  and  I  was  like,  "that 
sounds  like  a  Busla  beat."  Busta 
and  Red  collaborated  better  than 
1  thought  they  would.  It  wasn't 
a  party  banger  like  I  thought  it 
would  be.  Red  just  hooked  up  a 
beat  that  sounded  like  Busta's 
usual  joints.  Red  just  put  a 
hardcore  twist  so  he  could  rhyme  on  it.  I 
was  really  feelin'  it. 

TracklS-  Another  smoked  out  track  pro 
duccd  by  Redman  himself.  "My  Zone!" 

is  crazy  hot.  but  better  when  under  the  in 

fluence.  Yanahmean! 

Tracklfi- 1  love  when  little  kids  are  on  a 

(rack.  They  sing  the  hook  to  "Da  Da 
DaHHH".  They  bring  a  youthful  effect  to 

the  phat  beat  that's  backing  them,  Defi 
nitely  another  joint  to  have  your  head 

bumpin. 

Trackl7-  His  skit  are  like  pieces  of  a  com 
edy  show.  Him  and  his  boys  are  crazy 
funny.  It's  called  the  "Ghetto  Psychic 
Network". 

Trackl8-  This  one  is  called  "Down  South 

Funk",  but  it  sounds  like  any  other  Erick 
Sermon  beat.  Keith  Murray  and  Erick  Ser 
mon  rhyme  on  this  track.  However,  the 

only  down  south  reference  is  when  they 
are  shouting  out  to  some  cities  down 

south.  It's  still  kind  of  phat  though. 
Trackl9- 1  just  wasn't  feeling  "D.O.G.S." 

The  beat  was  plain  boring.  It  sounds  like 
another  smoked  out  track,  but  the  only 

good  thing  about  it  is  Red. 

t  rack  20-  Red  took  an  old  Beastie  boys 

beat  and  flipped  it.  It's  hot,  but  it's  too 
short.  It's  phat  though.  He  did  let  the  "Beet 

Drop." 

Track  21- The  last  skit.  Still  hilarious.  His 
boys  are  being  chased  in  the  satellite 
van  from  earlier  in  the  album. 
Track22-  The  beat  is  average,  but  Red's 
entertaining  presence  makes  it  a  phat 
track.  He's  representin'  wit'  "Brick  City 
Mashin." 

Track23-  "Soopaman  Luva  IV"  is  continu 
ing  a  trend  he's  had  since  album  one.  Red 
laces  the  track  on  the  mic  and  wit'  the  beat. 
I'm  feeling  this  one  because  he  keeps  his 
tradition  strong.( better  under  the  influence) 
Track24-  He  was  on  some  next  s*#t  with 
this  one.  I  think  he  called  it  "I  Got  a 
Secret"  because  he  didn't  want  people  to 
know  he  like  jungle  music.  He's  rhymin' 
to  a  jungle  music  beat.  It's  sounds  kind 
of  funny  to  me.  I  cnuldn't  tell  if  I  liked  it. 
This  made  me  end  my  album  listening  on 
a  very  confused  note. 

Altogether,  this  album  is  off  da  hook. 
Erick  Sermon  did  a  pretty  good  job  on 
the  beats,  hut  Red  did  a  couple  of  beats 
himself  that  held  him  down.  I  rated  this 
album  $14.99  because  that's  ln>\\  much  I 
actually  paid  lor  it.  If  you're  a  Redman 

fan.  this  is  definitely  a  cop-able joini(pick 

it  up). 


